
The Legal and Safety Realities of Fire Pit 
Installation 
The allure of a crackling fire in the backyard is undeniable, leading 
many homeowners to impulsively purchase a fire bowl or attempt a 
DIY brick ring over the weekend. However, introducing an open flame 
into a residential environment is not a casual landscaping decision; it 
is a significant safety hazard heavily regulated by local authorities. A 
poorly placed or improperly constructed fire feature can easily lead to 
catastrophic property damage, severe liability issues, and hefty 
municipal fines. When planning Fire Pit Installations in Iowa, it 
is absolutely critical to move beyond the aesthetics and rigorously 
address the complex web of fire codes, safety setbacks, and 
mechanical regulations. Professional, compliant installation is the 
only way to ensure your new feature is a source of joy, not a legal and 
financial nightmare. 

Understanding Strict Municipal Setback Laws 

The single most common reason a fire pit fails a municipal 
inspection—or causes a devastating house fire—is improper 
placement. Every city and county has strict fire codes dictating the 
'setback', which is the minimum allowable distance between an open 
flame and any combustible structure. This includes your house, the 
wooden boundary fence, the neighbour's garage, and even the 
overhanging branches of mature trees. These setback rules vary wildly 
depending on whether the pit burns wood or is a controlled gas unit. 
Before any design work begins, we conduct a rigorous site survey, 
cross-referencing your property lines and existing structures with the 
specific, up-to-date fire codes of your municipality to guarantee the 
proposed location is 100% legal and safe. 

The Engineering Requirements for Gas Systems 

While gas fire pits are generally considered safer and are subject to 
more lenient setback rules than wood-burning pits, their installation 
is vastly more complex and legally perilous. You cannot simply run a 
rubber hose from a barbecue tank to a permanent stone structure. A 
plumbed gas fire feature requires professional, permitted trenching 
and the installation of rigid, heavy-duty underground gas lines 
connecting directly to the home's primary meter. Furthermore, the 
internal cavity of the masonry structure must be engineered with 
specific, code-compliant ventilation to prevent the insidious and 
highly explosive buildup of heavier-than-air unburned gas. This level 
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of mechanical engineering mandates the use of licensed, certified gas 
fitters. 

Navigating Burn Bans and Air Quality Regulations 

Homeowners must also be aware of the environmental regulations 
governing open flames. In many suburban areas, local air quality 
boards or city councils frequently issue temporary or permanent 'burn 
bans' during dry seasons or periods of high atmospheric pollution. A 
traditional wood-burning fire pit becomes completely useless—and 
illegal to operate—during these bans. This regulatory reality is a 
primary reason we strongly advise clients to invest in advanced, CSA-
certified gas or bioethanol fire features. Because these modern units 
produce zero smoke and completely controlled, clean-burning flames, 
they are almost universally exempt from local burn bans, guaranteeing 
that you can legally and safely enjoy your investment 365 days a year, 
regardless of the atmospheric conditions. 

Ensuring Foundation and Masonry Safety 

The intense heat generated by a contained fire places massive stress 
on the surrounding building materials. A DIY fire pit built with 
standard landscaping retaining blocks or normal red bricks is a ticking 
time bomb; the extreme heat will cause the moisture trapped inside 
these porous materials to boil and expand, eventually causing the 
blocks to explode violently. Professional installation requires specific, 
high-heat refractory materials. We line the interior of the burn zone 
with specialised firebrick and high-temperature mortar, completely 
insulating the decorative outer stonework from the damaging effects 
of the heat. Furthermore, the structure must be built on a fully non-
combustible, deeply footed concrete pad to prevent the intense 
downward heat from igniting the underlying soil or roots. 

Conclusion 

A fire feature is a wonderful addition to a home, but it must be treated 
with the utmost respect for safety and legality. By strictly adhering to 
municipal setback codes, employing licensed professionals for 
complex gas routing, anticipating air quality regulations, and utilising 
specialised refractory masonry, we eliminate the immense risks 
associated with open flames. Professional, code-compliant 
construction guarantees your peace of mind and the absolute safety of 
your property. 

Call to Action 



Do not risk your property or face heavy fines with an illegal, unsafe 
fire pit. Contact our code-compliance and installation experts today to 
safely build your custom fire feature. 

Visit: https://www.larklandscape.com/ 
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